UMMRA Info: Volume XVII, Number 16 by University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees\u27 Association
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
UMMRA Info Campus News, Newsletters, and Events
Spring 2018
UMMRA Info: Volume XVII, Number 16
University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees' Association
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/ummrainfo
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus News, Newsletters, and Events at University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. It
has been accepted for inclusion in UMMRA Info by an authorized administrator of University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. For more information,
please contact skulann@morris.umn.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees' Association, "UMMRA Info: Volume XVII, Number 16" (2018). UMMRA Info. 47.
https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/ummrainfo/47
  
 
 
UMMRA Info 
A quarterly publication of the University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees’ Association 
http://www.morris.umn.edu/ummra 
 
Volume XVII, Number 16  
 
Spring 2018 
 
 
 
The winter has been long and cold and we are 
all anticipating a beautiful spring!   
 
(Spring at UMM, photo by Donna Chollett) 
 
Hello Fellow Retirees!  I hope you are staying 
warm with the wintery season we have been 
having!  I, personally, can't wait for spring! 
 
The challenging question for UMMRA this year 
is how to recruit members to join the University 
of Minnesota, Morris Retirees’ Association.  
UMMRA held its quarterly meeting on February 
1 and lunch was provided at LaFave House. 
We usually have 15-20 members at our regular 
meetings (our membership is around 120); we 
would like to see more "local people" 
participate.  UMMRA has recently gone to a 
quarterly meeting date in hopes of more 
participation, but we are still at about 15-20 
members attending.  Any ideas you might have 
are more than welcome! 
 
At our meeting on February 1, several people 
volunteered for positions: Ferolyn 
Angell/secretary; Michael O'Reilly/treasurer; 
Donna Chollett/newsletter editor; Cathy 
Kemble/volunteer coordinator for reading at 
West Wind and ex-officio board member.  
Thank you to all those who agreed to serve! 
 
What we have now is a problem:  no one 
volunteered to become president, and my 
extended term expires on June 30, 2018!  
Please consider volunteering!   
Maggie Larson 
UMMRA President 2015-2017 
 
 
Attendees at the February quarterly meeting, 
front L-R:  Arden Granger, Dave Aronson, Kim 
Schultz, Marlys Buntje, Lois Kunde, Donna 
Chollett; back L-R:  Lynn Schulz, Michael 
O'Reilly, Joan Reicosky, Cathy Kemble, 
 
 
 
 
Quarterly Quotes 
“Winter passes and one remembers 
one's perseverance.” ― Yoko Ono 
Maggie Larson, Sara Haugen, Pat Hein, 
Ferolyn Angell.  Not pictured: Judy Riley. 
 
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS 
 
Retirees 
Kim Schultz, Business Office supervisor at 
UMM, retired as of February 2.  Kim began 
working at UMM on November 1, 1989, and 
served UMM for 29 years.  Welcome to 
retirement, Kim! 
 
 
COMING EVENTS 
All UMMRA members are welcome to attend 
meetings and events.  Watch your UMMRA 
email for additional details and updates. 
 
Monday, April 2, 6:00 p.m., Imholte 109 
Dr. Adrienne Keene, Native Appropriations, 
Indigenous Social Media, and Responding to 
Racism  
 
 
 
Friday, April 6 and Saturday, April 7  
7:00 p.m., Edson Auditorium 
40th Annual UMM Jazz Festival 
Monday, April 16, 7:30 p.m. HFA Recital Hall 
Morris Chamber Orchestra Tour Concert 
 
Thursday, April 19, 7:30 p.m. HFA Recital 
Hall 
Morris Chamber Ensembles Concert 
 
Sunday, April 29, 3:00 p.m. HFA Recital Hall 
Morris Symphonic Winds on Tour 
 
UMMRA EXTENDS SINCERE SYMPATHIES  
to the family of Audre Ann (Kolling) Ross, 
who passed away January 29, 2018 at the age 
of 77.  A memorial service for Audre was held 
on February 17 at the First Lutheran Church in 
Morris.  Audre was hired as the first Financial 
Aid secretary at UMM, served as the principal 
accounts specialist in the Division of Science 
and Mathematics, and offered her services to 
other units at UMM before retiring.  She is 
survived by her husband, Richard, three sons: 
Kevin (Sara) Ross, Carter (Natalie) Ross, Kyle 
(Brandi) Ross, and nine grandchildren. 
 
A celebration of life was held on March 17 for 
Ellen Ordway, who passed away on February 
20, at age 90.  Ellen joined UMM’s biology 
discipline in 1965, became professor emeritus 
in 1997, and retired in 2005.  She specialized 
in the study of bees.   She is survived by her 
brother, Sam Ordway III (Chris), and two 
nephews, Richard and David Ordway.  
 
Reginald "Reg" Hill, of Morris, and father of 
Megan Welle, who works in UMM’s 
Communications and Marketing office, passed 
away on January 27, at the age of 67.  
 
Simon Harm (Bud) DeGrote, of Clara City, 
and father of Judy Korn, Office of the 
Registrar, passed away on February 9, at the 
age of 88.  
 
Elizabeth "Liz" Ritter, of Graceville, and 
mother of Jayne Hacker, Division of the 
Thursday, April 5, 11:45 a.m., UMMRA will 
meet for lunch at LaFave House; the board 
meeting will follow.  There is an urgent need 
for volunteers to serve as president and 
webmaster, beginning July 1, if we are to 
continue as a group. 
Humanities and Joan Michaelson, Food 
Service, passed away on Monday, February 12 
at the age of 89.  
 
KUDOS  
Congratulations to Michelle Page, associate 
professor in UMM’s Division of Education.  
Michelle was awarded the 2018 John Tate 
Award for Excellence in Undergraduate 
Advising.  The award recognizes Michelle as 
an outstanding undergraduate advisor, whose 
influence transcends simply advising assigned 
undergraduates in her field, to advising 
students from all disciplines. Her work as an 
adviser and mentor has immeasurable impact 
on her advisees, candidates in the teacher 
education programs, students in other majors, 
colleagues, alumni, area teachers, and 
colleagues across the state.   
 
Thomas Genova, assistant professor of 
Spanish at UMM, won a Residential Faculty 
Fellows award at the Institute for Advanced 
Study for the 2018-19 academic year.   
 
Cougar kudos go to the women's swimming 
and diving team that earned  Scholar All-
America status for achieving a cumulative GPA 
of 3.15 in their academic work, and to the 
Cougar football team that earned the Upper 
Mid-West Academic All-Conference awards for 
the highest team GPA.   
 
NEWSWORTHY AT UMM  
UMM has responded to growing concerns 
regarding environmental sustainability and is 
recognized as a national leader in green 
initiatives — wind energy, biomass energy, 
solar panels, Pride of the Prairie local 
sustainable food projects, and ongoing 
sustainable education and research.  Thanks 
to generous grant funding from Margaret A. 
Cargill Philanthropies, the Sustainability 
Leaders for the Future (SLF) program is 
developing the next generation of leaders 
prepared to live in a carbon-constrained, more 
sustainable world.  UMM is developing an area 
of emphasis in Environmental Leadership and 
Stewardship to prepare students to play a 
leading role in solving environmental problems.  
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
and Dean Janet Schrunk Ericksen reports, 
“while the program is an area of emphasis for 
now, with student and faculty support, it could 
be brought forward as a full minor next year. If 
so, it would become a standard part of the 
curriculum." 
 
Governor Mark Dayton proposed a $1.5 billion 
bonding bill that includes $542 million for the 
University of Minnesota.  Of that amount, $15.8 
million is targeted for the Morris, Crookston 
and Duluth campuses. Bryan Herrmann, 
UMM’s Vice Chancellor for Finance and 
Facilities, reported that two UMM campus 
buildings are included in the request for the 
bonding bill.  UMM would receive $4.2 million 
to upgrade the active learning center in the 
Humanities building, and in Blakely Hall a new 
elevator would be installed and the basement 
remodeled for a "state-of-the-art K-12 
education facility."  
 
Morris was one of five communities featured in 
the February 11 Twin Cities Public Television 
broadcast of the documentary program Climate 
Smart: Cities Working Together . The five cities 
(Duluth, Warren, Morris, Elk River and 
Rochester) are part of the University of 
Minnesota Institute on the 
Environment’s Climate Smart Municipalities 
Initiative, which pairs Minnesota cities with 
sustainability-leading German cities to co-
develop efficient responses to the challenges 
of climate change.  
 
The Center for Small Towns sponsored a 
panel of experts on February 21 to explore 
critical questions on community engagement 
and leadership in small rural towns.  Speakers 
focused on changing patterns of social 
involvement, generational differences in 
engagement, the impact of current trends on 
the health of community groups, and how to 
increase small town leadership.  Experts 
included:  Catie Rasmussin (UMN Extension 
Center for Community Vitality), Becky Adams 
(Blandin Founation, Rural Leadership 
Program), and Ben Winchester (UMN 
Extension Center for Community Vitality). 
 
Gaelynn Lea, 
songwriter and 
classically 
trained violinist,  
performed 
February 23, as 
part of UMM’s 
Performing Arts Series.  She won NPR Music's 
2016 Tiny Desk Contest, in competition with  
original songs from 6,000 musicians.  Lea uses 
the power of her music to advocate for people 
with disabilities and to promote positive social 
change. 
 
REFLECTIONS ON UMM 
 
American Indian Boarding School, UMM archives 
  
A look back at UMM’s historical roots:  In 1887, 
the federal Office of Indian Affairs established 
the Morris American Indian Boarding School in 
western Minnesota. The Sisters of Mercy 
administered the school that boarded Native 
children removed from their families and 
cultural traditions.  The first students were from 
the Sisseton, Rosebud, and Turtle Mountain 
Ojibwe reservations in South Dakota.  The 
United States government assumed control of 
the school from 1896-1909, and renamed it the 
Morris Industrial School for American Indians.  
The University of Minnesota took over the 
facilities and the school transitioned into the 
West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA), 
from 1910-63.  The transition stipulated that 
Native American students “shall at all times be 
admitted to such school free of charge for 
tuition.”   When the  WCSA closed in 1963, a 
citizens’ movement lobbied for a college 
campus on the site. The state government 
created the University of Minnesota, Morris as 
a public liberal arts residential college for 
undergraduate students.  Native American 
students continue to attend the school free of 
tuition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a privilege and a pleasure to volunteer 
for the UMMRA Board of Directors.  Please 
consider volunteering in the future. 
 
For questions, comments or information about 
this publication, contact: 
UMMRA Info editor Judy Riley 
rileyjk@morris.umn.edu 
 
This edition of UMMRA Info was compiled and 
written by Donna Chollett, who will assume the 
editorship of UMMRA Info effective July 1, 
2018. 
 
Please email Donna at cholledl@morris.umn.edu 
news items that you would like to see in this 
newsletter.  Retirees are welcome to send, to 
Donna’s email address, a short (perhaps 100-
word) reflection, memory, recollection, etc. that 
you have about UMM.  These items may be 
included in future issues of UMMRA Info. 
UMMRA Board of Directors  
Maggie Larson, president 
Andy López, past president and Webmaster 
Lynn Schulz, treasurer 
Joan Reicosky, secretary 
Judy Riley, newsletter editor and historian 
Bernice Erdahl, coordinator of volunteers 
Cathy Kemble, coordinator of volunteers 
